
British Columbia’s WIRELESS Industry* at a Glance: 

+ Home to 250 wireless companies with 6,000 employees. 

+ In a 2007 survey of 124 B.C. wireless companies:

—  48% started after 2001 and 18% are publicly traded.

—  Revenues increased 54% from 2004 to 2007, and 2009 revenues were expected to grow by 20% on average.

—  52% of companies received external funding of which one in ten received more than $10 million and one in three 
received between $2 and $10 million.

—  B.C. wireless companies invested 10% of revenues in R&D. 

+ Testing and certification was the fastest rising capital expenditure reported and expenditures on testing equipment 
were also a significant proportion.

+ To speed up commercialization, half of all companies surveyed said they would benefit greatly or have immediate 
needs for: 

—  Product quality assurance/functional testing facilities and help  

—  Help with product marketing and demand creation

—  Product lead testing/performance benchmarking facilities and help 

Wavefront:

+ Launched in 2007 with $5 million funding from B.C. Ministry of Advanced Education with $1 million announced in 
2008 from the federal government’s Western Economic Diversification Canada and support from various industry 
partners.

+ Early partners include Vancouver-based mobile industry leaders Sierra Wireless and NAVTEQ as well as development 
tool provider Mobile Distillery.

+ Wavefront provides WaveGuide™ training, mobile industry advisory, testing and incubation services.  Services 
benefit wireless and new media developers, device manufacturers, mobile network operators, enterprises, system 
integrators and the government.

+ Wavefront is forming relationships with major mobile network operators to facilitate engagement with pre-qualified 
wireless application developers.
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